Tory: 'Provide
free heroin to
help cut crime’

Il BY SIMON ROBINSON

HEROIN addicts should be
given free drugs, according

to a Medway coumeillor.

Hiver wasd representacive Craig
Meckinlay 2a'd the controverainl
aereme  carrently being plotad in
Brighton, London ond Derlington
should alzv be osted in Modway,

The Tary seid controled havein
handota wenld lead ta a fall in the
nummber of druz-re oted crimes corm-
mtted ammoes the torwme.

Lhe cost of the schome standa at
15,000 per user — three amea the
enst of Methadone treatment = bt
Cllr Mackir lay aaid this woild be a
smell pree to pay.

T e additmnszd anosl cost of
210,000 per usor uoder Cealneol is
equated to the 300 crimes =aved par
year per useT, this represenls unT‘.:_-
licvably good value to the cumew:
" e s,

“River ward has the hughest crime
rate im DMadwsy with central
Chatham az the heoors of the prosi-
tution and druze trads.

N prostilute — 95 par enl of
whom have 2 class A drog addiction
— has chosen prostitution a2 o carcer
They are simply aloves to a trade os
a meand o Find their drag hobit.

“It wou'd be botter to provade dean
hernr, meclcally supervized, as an
alleraatve to  thewr depradme
hifestyle which harms eommiuinikes.”

Mors than 120 “entrerched heroin
neers have been taking purt 0 he
trials Initial results have shown the
users’ weekly soend on street. drigs
hias Gallec. foom 2300 2 week 20 EAC in
st months.

Drug-reluted  crime  bas  alsy
recuced from <0 par moncoe o 13,
Despite the success, police choefs are
reluctant ta adepe the schame.

Chief Superirrendent  Steve
Corbishles, Arca Commander for

RADICAL: Crzig Vackinlay belioves the free
heroin pilot sehorme couln woels in Medwoy

Medway and chair of Medway Drog
and Alenhnl  Aetion Team, said:
“Coundllor Mackinlay has ceen o
preat sapporter of beth e work ol
the police and the ceton tzam, The
areas in thea pilot are 70 comipars-
bl to Modway, with far higher drag

rclated crime ceapite their porticina

tion in the schene

"Medway Lirug and Aleshol Action
'Lears has & focus on identifiing the
neets o thnse who suffer fror either
dmg or alethol prohlems. Char acsivi-
tw is conoprehensmve snd includes nos
o |y e ool bk & s el oeabiom,

W also bave a comprehensive
ofTeriche s management. wnit, This bar-

-t individ who may, through

wir addieuion, be likely L0 oommmi.
crie, This bes b welreely soc-
cessiul anc is cne of the reasozs why
wa gea only two burglaries a day in
Medway.

T recornies he problemes in River
ward and we will bo workiog with
the eommundtw, incuding  Clic
Maclkinlay, to forther mpeose She
quality of li%e for people in that area.”




