WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY: More than 120 prostitites ply their trade in Mecway's red fight destrict

L

New law signals
clampdown on
kerb crawlers

CONTROVERSIAL changes to
prostitution laws have been
welcomed by Medway councillor
Craig Mackinley.

As parl of & number of amendments
smnounced by Home Secretary Jaogm Smith
last week, anyone looking to pick up a
prostitute now fnces a fine of up to £1,000,

Those who lknowingly ¥ illegally
trafficked women for sex could be kit with
rape charges, while kerb erawlers could
prosecution for a first offence, £

The measures have been £
backed by Tory Cllr Mackinlay,
whe  represents &  ward
neighbouring” the New Road
areg of Chatham — Medway's
‘rend light, district’. :

The notorious area has more
than 120 street prostitutes,
making it the biggest red Light
zong in the South East oulside
London.

The River ward councillor

*  fiphting for yvears for relief from
the relentless prostitution which
hlights their lives. !

“They not only have to cope with late-night
noise bul also the unpleasant aftermath of
disearded condoms, needles and exerement.

“Sensibly, residents have long advoented
preater powers against kerh erawlers on the
simple premise that if you get rid of the user,
vou get rid of the problen,

“These new laws, with fines up to £1.000
for first-time kerh erawlers, if properly
enforced, could bring weloome relief,

tgpid! *Hesidents  have beon m
Cllr ey Maackinley
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“About a year ago there was a name-nnd-
shame report in the local press about kerh
erawlers tg:;nd guilty in court.

There was a resulting — albeit short-term
— downturn in street prostitulion, so the
strengthening of sanctions apainst kerb
erawlers could have & significant effoct,”

Cllr Mackinlay said the new lows would
provide same relief for residents but may

e Al add to the confusion
surrounding what arctions are

I and which are illegal.

e also arpued that tougher
measures could lead to the
illegsl side of the industry being
forced further underground,
putting miore women at risk.

Despite the drawbacles, Clir
Mackinlay said an outright ban
on prostitution was  equally
problematic,

He gaid: "Banning prostitution
would: be unworkable, if not
wrong in practics; If people want
to transact for an activity, at &
private location that does notl interfere with
anyone e¢lae, then that should be the end of
the matter. But in the ease of a ban, what
constitutes paying for sex?

“Cash, pifts, settling o hill, paying for a
holiday, & meal? | think you can foresee the
problems.” =

Curvently it is not llegal for someons agad
18 or over to work as a prostitute in offstrect
premises,  Buying anﬂeu.ing gex 16 also
legal, but soliciting and pimping are not,




